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Jelly Roll Morton’s “Black Bottom Stomp”, named for a popular dance step of 
the 1920s, was first copyrighted in 1925 as “Queen of Spades”, but was re-named 
for its debut recording by Morton’s Red Hot Peppers in 1926.  That milestone 
recording is heard among the audio tracks in this Kit (track 5), and the present 
arrangement is a note-for-note transcription of that recording.  This transcription is 
from the Essential Jazz Editions series.

This complex piece in the Classic New Orleans Style will challenge your most 
accomplished students, and will give all young players an appreciation for the rich-
ness of the style.  Because all parts are written out (including the original improvisa-
tions), improvisation skills are not deployed in performing this transcription; with 
the exception of chord names in the piano and banjo parts, it’s a “straight read” 
(though by no means an easy one).  Students should listen to the original record-
ing repeatedly, and strive to re-create it as authentically as possible, adopting the 
nuances of phrasing that distinguish the style.  This approach to jazz performance 
is known as “repertory”.

The transcription includes detailed notes regarding performance considerations.   

Tempo:  Half note = 112-120




































































































