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“Oriental Strut” was written by New Orleans banjoist Johnny St. Cyr, and was
first recorded in 1926 as one of Louis Armstrong’s legendary Hot Five series,
with St. Cyr on board. Typical of the “Classic New Orleans” approach, the tune
has an introduction and three strains, moving from C minor to its relative major

of Bb.

The present arrangement, however, is to be played in the San Francisco Style,
emphasizing a swaggering 2-beat rhythm, prominent brass, and the other ele-
ments of this style. The tempo is marked at a significantly brighter setting than
Armstrong’s original recording; this tempo is likely to work better for the stu-
dents.

Note that at letter C, the trombone takes the lead with the clarinet in harmony;
the cornet/trumpet drops out. This leads to a cornet/trumpet solo at letter D
against a stoptime background from the rhythm section. The written-out solo
here is based on Armstrong’s 1926 recording; the player has the option of re-
creating this historic solo, improvising his/her own solo, or combining the two
approaches. Solo choruses are also included for piano and clarinet, though other
instruments could be substituted.

The banjo breaks at measures 71-72 and 183-184 go by quickly but are import-
ant. Your banjoist needs to fill these holes with a strummed (not single-string)
figure that maintains the forward momentum and sets up the passages that
follow. Dropping tempo in these breaks risks derailing the performance; these
breaks need to fly!

Tempo: Half note=104-112
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