
THANKS A MILLION
by Arthur Johnston and Gus Kahn, 1935

Arranged by David Robinson, Jr. for the
Traditional Jazz Curriculum Kit

For use with lesson #19

Difficulty: Level 3
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Rhythm Section (Piano/Guitar/Bass/Drums)

Director’s score

NOT FOR SALE
For jazz education purposes only

Composition held by EMI Robbins Catalog Inc.
This arrangement © 2014 David Robinson, Jr.



“Thanks a Million” first appeared in the movie by that name in 1935, and was 
recorded that year by Louis Armstrong, as well as by the Mound City Blue Blow-
ers.  It’s a medium-tempo tune with a memorable melody, and has been arranged 
here (without the verse) in the small-group Swing Style of traditional jazz, with 
scored horns alternating with improvised ensemble.

The title of this tune makes it an ideal vehicle for a special dedication from the 
bandstand; use it to thank a sponsor publicly, or to thank a venue for presenting 
your group.

This arrangement calls for improvised solos for trombone and guitar; you may 
substitute other instruments as desired.

Tempo:  Quarter note = 104-112
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C 7

71

— — — —
EbÁ

72

— — — —
F 7

? b b b b
73

— — — —
BbÊ

74

— — — —
Eb 7

75

— — — —
CÈ FÈ

76

— — — —

? b b b b
77

— — — —
Bb 7

78

— — — —
79

— — — —
Eb 7

80

†D.õS. aõl Coda¢ %

J
Û ‰ Œ Ó

trumpet break

? b b b b
81

fi Coda
‰ J

œ œ œ œ Œ
82

‰ J
œn œn œ# œ Œ

83

.˙ œ
84

.˙ Œ

? b b b b
85

‰ j
œ Œ ˙

86

.œ
j

œn ˙
87

‰ j
œA œ œ œ œn œ œ

88

.˙ Œ
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& bbbb 44 ‰
J
Û Û Û Û Û Û Û

Trumpet Pick-ups
ã104-112

.˙ œ

Eb7ÿ

2

œ ˙ œ

Ebµ

3
œ œ œ œ

BbÊ

4

.˙ œEb7 Eb+

& bbbb
5

œ œ ˙ œ
CÈ

6

œ œ ˙ œ
C 7

7

wb
EbÁ

8

w
F 7

& bbbb
9

Œ
œ œ œ

BbÊ
Ad Lib Ensemble

10

œ ˙ œ
Eb7

11

.œ j
œ œ œ

CÈ FÈ

12

.˙ œ

& bbbb
13

.œ j
œ œ œ

Bb7

14

.˙ œ
15

.œ j
œ œ œ

Eb7

16

j
œ ‰ Œ Ó

trumpet break

& bbbb
17

%

.˙ œ

Eb7

18

œ ˙ œ

Ebµ

19
œ œ œ œ

BbÊ

20

.˙ œEb7 Eb+

& bbbb
21

œ œ ˙ œ
CÈ

22

œ œ ˙ œ
C 7

23

wb
EbÁ

24

w
F 7

& bbbb
25

Œ œ œ œ
Db

26

œ œ .œ
J
œBbÈ DbÁ

27

.˙ œ
Ab

28

œ œ œ œb
CÈ Ab B µ BbÁ

& bbbb
29

.˙ œ
BbÈ

30

fi
œ ˙ œ

Eb7 ≤To≥ coda¥

31

w
Ab

32

j
œ ‰ Œ Ó

trombone break

& bbbb
33

— — — —
Eb7Ÿ Trombone solo

34

— — — —
Ebµ

35

— — — —
BbÊ

36

— — — —
Eb7 Eb+

& bbbb
37

— — — —
CÈ

38

— — — —
C 7

39

— — — —
EbÁ

40

— — — —
F 7
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& bbbb
41

— — — —
BbÊ
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— — — —
Eb7
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— — — —
CÈ FÈ

44

— — — —

& bbbb
45

— — — —
Bb7

46

— — — —
47

— — — —
Eb7

48 J
Û ‰ Œ Ó

Eb7 Ebµ
Guitar solo break

& bbbb
49

— — — —
Eb7

guitar solo

50

— — — —
Ebµ

51

— — — —
BbÊ

52

— — — —
Eb7 Eb+

& bbbb
53

— — — —
CÈ

54

— — — —
C 7

55

— — — —
EbÁ

56

— — — —
F 7

& bbbb
57

— — — —
Db

58

— — — —
BbÈ DbÁ

59

— — — —
Ab

60

— — — —
CÈ Ab B µ BbÁ

& bbbb
61

— — — —
BbÈ

62

— — — —
Eb7

63

— — — —
Ab

64 J
Û ‰ Œ Ó

trumpet break

& bbbb
65

— — — —
Eb7⁄ ensemble

66

— — — —
Ebµ

67

— — — —
BbÊ

68

— — — —
Eb7 Eb+

& bbbb
69

— — — —
CÈ

70

— — — —
C 7

71

— — — —
EbÁ

72

— — — —
F 7

& bbbb
73

— — — —
BbÊ

74

— — — —
Eb7

75

— — — —
CÈ FÈ

76

— — — —

& bbbb
77

— — — —
Bb7

78

— — — —
79

— — — —
Eb7

80

†D.õS. aõl Coda¢%

J
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trumpet break

& bbbb
81

fi Coda

— — — —
CÈ

82

— — — —
E 7

83

— — — —
BbÊ

84

— — — Œ
Eb7

& bbbb
85

‰
J
Û Œ |
Ab Db

86

.Û
J
Û |

Gb B

drum fill 87

— — — —
BbÈ Eb7

88

— — — Œ
Ab
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